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TENNIS AT CANFORD

THE HISTORY OF TENNIS

The origins of Tennis are somewhat obscure and uncertain. There were
references made to a game using bat and ball in the centuries B.C., but the

game as we know it today began to take shape in about the 11th - 12th centuries.

It was probably first devised and developed in the cloistered courtyards of

monaster. s in France by monks and clerics. There are written records of Tennis

being very popular in the 12th century, even amongst archbishops and bishops.

Throughout the next few centuries the church began to frown upon the
playing of Tennis, and it was actually banned at various stages. But by

this stage its popularity had spread to the courts and castles of the nobility.

Along with the development of the game itself came the evolution of
a racket. At first merely a glove was used to protect the hand. The next
step on from there was a network of strings across the front of the glove.
This naturally was followed by the idea of mounting the network of strings
on the end of a piece of wood which was named '"battoir". From this beginning
the Tennis racket of today was developed. The earliest record of the use
of a racket was at the start of the 16th century.

The ball was originally made of animal hair or wool refuse covered
with sheepskin, but over the years many things were used for the core of
the ball. The modern ball is made of cotton webbing wound and tied tightly
and covered by felt. . :

The game of Tennis was probably introduced into England in about the
13th century. The heyday of Tennis in France was in the 16th century.
It is reported that there were 250 courts in Paris alone in 1598. But
due maily to austerities imposed during revolutionary periods that figure
had dropped to 114 by 1657 and 54 by 1783. This was also a period of great
development of the game in this country. Undoubtedly the most famous player
in this period was Henry VIII. There were an enormous number of courts
built, the most well-known being the court built in Hampton Court Palace
by Henry VIII in 1530. The present court at the Palace was built in the
17th century.

Another period of expansion was in the late 19th century. As well
as private courts there were a lot of club courts built in this period.
Since then, unfortunately, a lot of these courts have fallen into disrepair
due to higher taxes and the closing of many big estates.
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The courts presently in use are:- Troon (Ayrshire), Falkland Palace (Fife) ,
Jesmond Dene (Newcastle), Manchester, Cambridge, Oxford, Moreton Morrell
(Warwickshire), Canford School (Dorset), Hatfield House (Herts.), M.C.C.
(Lords Circket Ground, Queens Club (London) 2 Courts, Hampton Court Palace,
Petworth House Sussex), Hayling Island (Hants.), Holyport (Berks.), Hardwick o
House (Oxon.).

During the late 19th century Tennis also spread to Australia and America.
There are 2 clubs in Australia: Hobart (Tasmania) and Melbourne (Victoria) -
2 courts which were rebuilt in 1975.

In America there are at present 8 active courts: Boston (Mass.), Newport
(Rhode Island), New York, 2 courts, Aiken (South Carolina), Tuxedo (N. York State),
Philadelphia (Penn.), Greentree (Long Island N.Y.), Lakewood, New Jersey.

TENNIS TODAY

Over the past few years there has been a definite upturn in the popularity
of Tennis in this country. Because of the prohibitive cost of building Tennis
courts, the revival has centred around existing courts, or the refurbishment of
ones temporarily out of use. Of the 17 clubs in this country, 11 have professionals.
The governing body of Tennis in this country is the Tennis and Rackets Association
(Secretary: Mr. M. Scott, C/o Queens Club, West Kensington, London W.14).

Chris Ronaldson, professional at the Royal Tennis Court, Hampton Court
Palace, won the World Championship Title when he defeated the defending champion
Howard Angus, in April 1981, at Queens Club, London. Angus had previously held
the title since 1976. Prior to that it had been held by Americans since the 1950's.
The most famous and well-known world champion was a Frenchman, Pierre Etchebaster,
who held the title from 1926 to 1955, and retired undefeated at the age of 60.

The revival of Tennis that we are in at present is undoubtedly partly due to
the support and sponsorship of Unigate Ltd.
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Court

Queens Club
Manchester
T & R Club

Royal Tennis
Court

M.C.C.

Sea Court

Oxford Univ.

Club

Cambridge Univ.
Club

Holyport Tennis
Club

Leamington
Tennis Club

Petworth House
Tennis Club

Moreton Morrell
Tennis Club

Canford School

Hardwick House

Hatfield House
Tennis Court

Sun Court
Tennis Club

Falkland Palace
Court

Jesmond Dene
Tennis Court

TENNIS COURTS IN UNITED KINGDOM (IN USE TODAY)

Address & Telephone number

Palliser Rd. London W14
01 385 3421 - 2 Courts

33 Blackfriars Rd. Salford,
Manchester. 061 834 0616

Hampton Court Palace, East Molesey,
Surrey. 01 977 3015

Lords Cricket Ground, St. Johns Wood
London Nw8 01 289 1288

Victoria Avenue, Hayling Island,
Hants. Hayling Is. 4098

Merton College, Merton St.
Oxford. Oxford 44212

Grange Road, Cambridge
02 235 7106

Holyport House, Maidenhead
Berkshire Maidenhead 20039

50 Bedford St. Leamington Spa.
Warwickshire Varwick 24977

Angel Street, Petworth, Sussex
Petworth 2123

Moreton Morrell
Warwickshire 0926 85291

Wimborne,Dorset
0202 883520

Whitchurch, Oxfordshire
(Private House)

Hatfield Palace, Hatfield
Herts.

Sun Court, Crosbie Rd. Troon
Ayrshire. Troon 1066

The Tennis Court, Falkland Palace,
Fife. Falkland 397

Newcastle-Upon-Tyne

Professional or Sec.

o

Johnson, K. King
G. Parsons

D. Barrett

C. Ronaldson
L. Deuchar

D. Cull, R. Ossawy
M. Ryan

P. Dawes,
C. Fine

S. Ronaldson
J. Fletcher

w
.

Church,
N. Gawthrope

M.H. Heilbut (Sec)
K. Sheldon
R. Bevan (Sec)

01 638 6242

J. Howell

R. Bartlett

Lady Rose

S.Sayer, (Sec) c/o
Richards & Butler,
5 Clifton St. London EC2

W. Gregg

A. Garrett (Sec)
Falkland 581

A.C.S. Tufton, High
Staples, Steel, Hexham.
Northumberland.

Slaley 458
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TENNIS AT CANFORD

The first mention of a Tennis court at Canford was.in 1541 where it was
described in a "Cituation of the House and Manor of Canford." Very little
is known of this court. It appears to have been situated somewhere in the
central complex of buildings of the Manor House. The main structure of the
building was probably made of wood, while the floor was of Purbeck Stone.

It was already at this stage in bad decay.

There is nothing on record of any other Tennis activity at Canford
until the present court was built. ;

In 1897, the then owner of the Manor House, Sir Ivor Guest (later
Lord Wimborne) constructed a Tennis Court and a Rackets Court in the complex
of buildings in the Park, approximately 400 yards from the Mansion.

The opening ceremony of the court was held on 30th December 1879 and
was extensively covered in a report in "The Times". The court having been
opened by Lady Cornelia Guest and Lady Muriel Boyle, play began between
George Lambert, World Champion, and Mr. C. Boyle.

The court was paved originally with slabs of Yorkshire flag, but this
was pulled up and changed to the present Bickley floor in 1913.

Ted Johnson, who had previously been professional at Hampton Court
and Lords was appointed to the position at Canford. He continued until
his death in 1926. Several of his sons took up Tennis as a profession
after having learnt the game at Canford. Ted Johnson Jnr. unsuccessfully
challenged "Punch" Fairs for the World Championship in 1908. Albert Johnson,
a son of Ted Jnr., was World Champion from 1957 to 1959.

In April 1923 Canford School came into existence. It is indeed fortunate
that the original governing body of the school decided to maintain the
court and encourage the game amongst the school and its connected community.
Soon there were a handful of boys playing, and the first match was played
against Queens Club on 21st November 1925. Over the next few years regular
matches were arranged against M.C.C., Cambridge University, Seacourt and
Princes Club (Brighton).

In 1930 W. S. Strain became Master-in-charge of Tennis. He was to
remain such for 22 years and was the driving force behind Tennis at Canford
over that period.

During the pre-war years, after the death of Ted Johnson there were
wwo professionals at Canford. In 1931-33 D. Lofts was in attendance and
after that until 1939, G. Holman. In this period, W.D. Whiston became
the first Canfordian to win a "Blue" at Cambridge, soon followed by J.H.Page
and G.F.K. Rogers. = ' o |
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In 1935, major restoration work was done on the roof. This work was

able to be undertaken through the generosity of Lord Aberdare, E.H.Leaf
and others.

During the war years the part of the school near the Tennis court
was occupied by American servicemen. Although some limited play did take
place in that period, there was no outside competition.

In the immediate post war years here were two professionals in attendance
for short periods, H. Killingback in 1946 and J. H. Giles in 1947. In
this period after the war Strain set about rejuvenating Tennis at Canford.
Competitive Tennis once again returned. 01d Canfordian "Blues'" in the

1947 - 55 period were J. H. Page (again), R. D. Page, I. P. Campbell, P.G.L. Curle,
D.I. O'Rorke and R.C. Hampel.

When in 1952 Strain decided to leave Canford he handed over a flourishing
concern to the new Master-in-charge, J. T. Hankinson. Malcolm Taylor, who
had been cricket professional at Canford since 1933, was trained at Lords
to become Tennis Professional.

In 1956, thanks to the generosity of the 0ld Canfordian Society, electric
lights were installed in the court.

In 1962 the Rackets Court, which had been in disrepair for many years,
were converted to Squash Courts. Also in that yeat '"Darcy" Steed succeeded
Hankinson as Master-in-charge.

In the 1960's many good players were produced by Canford, the best being
David Harvey who entered the Amateur Championship in 1966 while still at
school. 1969 saw the retirement of Malcolm Taylor. His replacement was
Derek Shackleton, who received some basic instruction at Lords.

The golden Jubilee of the foundation of the School was held in 1973.
This was marked by the complete re-decoration and re-equipment of the dedans

by the 0l1d Canfordian Society. 1973 also saw the appointment of John Boys
as Master-in-charge.

Regular matches were continued, about 10 each season, which included
visits to Seacourt and Lords.

In May 1978 the first truly inter-school match was played when a visiting
team from Haileybury lost 5 - 0.

On 6th May 1979 the centenary of the building of the court was celebrated
with exhibition matches between H. R. Angus and A. C. Lovell, D. W. Cull
and P. L. Dawes. <

On July 1st 1980, Tennis at Canford entered a new era. It was on that
day that Canford Tennis Club was formed.

The Headmaster of Canford School, Martin Marriott, had been a keen Tennis
player at Hatfield House before his arrival at Canford. He felt that the
Tennis court was capable of being more fully utilised to the benefit of the

local community. Largely up till then, only boys and masters had played
regularly.

In April of that year, Rob Bartlett arrived as professional at Canford.
An Australian, he had trained with Chris Ronaldson at Hampton Court. He

was given the opportunity to help organise a club of outside people interested
in playing Tennis.

So it was that Canford Tennis Club was formed at a meeting held in the
dedans on July 1st, with an attendance of about 30 people. A committee of
5 were elected, they being Stewart Jones (Chairman), Piers Butler (Secretary







